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* WHOEVER joins himfclf to a r artt with any other intentibs 
than to moderate, as much as in him lies the heats which he {ball find 
among them, and to calm their paffions, and to take all opportunities of 
reducing botbfubsj& faft he can, to terms of onion and concoid ; who* 
ever does not objccl to his own JUs when they are in the wrong, and 
itrive to enforce whatever come from the otter when they are in the 
right ; whoever continues in a party with any other meaning, than 
toufe his bed endeavours to bring bctbftda to embrace the tnepnfit, Acw 
©r, andfafety of the public : If this be not his only Wand aim, he is not 
an honest man, nor a good patriot.**— —Mfayi m Pcmct mi War> if 
Charles D'Avenant, LXJX 







AN ORATION. 




H1LOSOPHY invites us to its fo- 
lkary .retreat ;— there the turbu- 
lence of our paffions is afTuaged 
by the ftudy of wifdom and truth; 
there our proud fpirits and vain 
conceits are humbled by the au- 
guft appearance of reafon ; and 
there the imagination returns from its vifionary 
purfuitswith inibructive precepts, and practical let 
fonstoimprovethemind 3 andreformtheheart. The 
sciences, which elucidate the ways and works of 
deity to man, prefent us an extenfive field for 
the difplay of great and fplendid abilities, where 
genius acquires immortal glory in the immenfity 
of its career. Talents capable of invefHgating the 
phenomena of nature, and diving into the depths 
of erudition, may venture to foar in thofe regions, 
where interior minds would become vertigi- 
nous by the fublime height. But, contented with 
applauding thole, who have the magnanimity to 
atchieve fuch diftinguiihed labors, the capacity to 
attain fo great perfection, and the happinefs to 
receive the merit due to their preeminence, we 
turn our attention to the contemplation of the 
fcene around us. If it mould not convey ration- 
al information, it may happily poflef* the power 
of communicating a momentary gratiiication. 

If America, favoured beyond ail nations in the 
enjoyment of peace, order, and iibcrty^ does not 



furniih fufiicicnt inftances of the follies, perfec- 
tions, and calamities of party spirit, for fur- 
ther corroborating atteftations, we appeal to the 
bleeding records of antiquity, and the niftories of 
other cBmes. No theme, which is interesting to 
our country, however foreign it may be to the 
profefled object of this Inftitution, can be unwor- 
thy of our prefent consideration. Every native 
American, who venerates our Conftitution, whofe 
bofom glows with the ardent love of liberty, and 
who is defirous of perpetuating the blefling, — 
whofe exertions have been feconded by a fpint of 
perfeverance in reftoring the alienated affections 
of individuals to a love of their country, has lent 
the aid of his head and heart to render our Gov- 
ernment dignified at home, and refpected abroad. 
A fubject of fb great magnitude naturally in- 
volves in it a difcuHion of thofe means, which, 
threatening thelubverfion of our freedom, the fe- 
curity of our perfons and property, the annihila- 
tion of all law and juftice, ttti. are calculated, 
eventually, to tyrannize over the people. Among 
thofe caujes, which have been fatal to civil infti- 
tutions, and more efpecially to Republican Gov- 
ernments, party fpirit does not appear the moil in- 
confiderable. But divefted of our prejudices, and 
withdrawn from the influence of private confid- 
erations, we will trace its origb^znd progrefs, with- 
out enquiring into its effects upon individual cha- 
racters, upon morality and religion. 

Frequent public addrefles render it occafion- 
ally- neceffary to deviate from common topicks ; 
and in digreiling we feek more than variety ; we 
are induced by a probability of exciting a few to 
think, and directing thofe thoughts to the public 
intereft. The praife and gratitude of millions 
await him, who is fo fortunate as to fucceed. 



However difficult it may appear to conquer 
prejudices, difcard attachments to particular te* 
nets, and fubdue the paiEons, in all political dif- 
cuflions, the good of fociety requires it. The cx- 
ceffive indulgence of thefe deep-rooted, obftinate, 
unbending prejudices, and irritable paifions, firft 
kindle the torch of civil difcord, feuds, factions 
and rapine, while ignorance, which is never idle, 
fans the flame. It is the peculiar charaeteriftic of 
folly to be constantly meddling, and too fre- 
quently intent on mifchief. 

A period, revolutionary like the prefent, and 
perhaps the moft eventful ever witneffed in the 
affairs of men, demands an unufual portion of 
candour. Without an abfolute renunciation of 
the nobleft feelings of nature, it would be impcf- 
fible for Nations, the meft^remote, not to be agi- 
tated by the convulfions in Europe. Divefted of 
fenJibility, and dozing in the indifference of ftoi- 
cifm, a few liftlefs unaffected beings may be found, 
who remain unmoved fpettators of the conflict of 
thefe contending powers, equally inflexible in the 
permit of conqueit. The lethargy of their minds, 
lurpamng the apathy of their fouls, may have 
guarded every avenue to the heart, to the entire 
exclulion of all knowledge of the widely extended 
factions, which have revenged themfelves upon 
the continent, whenthe outrages of their mad 
ambition, and the devastations occafioned by their 
luft of power, have in a manner fubverted all fe- 
cial order.* But the pqfftons, awakened by the 
diftant echoes of their diurefs, participate in their 
struggles for liberty, even to a dereliction of the 

* " The true light in which the French revolution ought to be content. 
plated, is that of a grand experiment on human nature. Political pow er, 
the moft feducing object of ambition, never before circulated through fo 
many hands ; the profpedk of pouefling it was never before prefented to 
fo many minds." Rev. R, Hall's dif. nod. Infid, Bukks's Idler U tut DuL 
ff Perthml—Jifo tea Mmbtr c/fir Nat. Ajfrmk. 



duties they owe their country. No longer guid- 
ed by reafon, men ceafe to be calm and difpallion- 
ate. The moil abfurd and intoxicating partiali- 
ties to foreign intrigue are embraced without a 
motive of intereft, or the moft diftant profpecfc of 
honor. Under the influence of fuch prejudices, 
the control of fuch impreffions, and the guidance 
of fuch paffions, patriatifm is extinguished, and the 
mind is prepared for infurrections and treafon. 

Civilians and philofophers, have lamented 
the evils they could not correct. Their monitory 
leflbns, in which were delineated the follies and 
diforders of their ancestors, were repelled by the 
tyranny of paffion and prejudice. The judgment 
once biafled, perfifts in its obftinacy until experience 
is put to its laft trial. In vain you remonitratc — 
in vain you reafon ; in vain you exhauil all the 
powers of logick, and the perluafive eloquence of 
oratory. Truths, which could not be better at- 
tefted had they borne the Signet of confecrated au- 
thority, or been proclaimed by an Angel of Hea- 
ven, u pal's by them as the idle wind which they 
refpect not."t Unaccuftomed to make (aneeffions y 
they will not yield to conviQhm. Having renoun- 
ced their natural faculties, or feld-jwn employed 
them in fpeculative reafoning, to them, abstraction 
and demonstration, are the jargon of unmean- 
ing exprcfiion, and the parade of learning, fv 
which the fons of iciencc attempt to afcend the 
pinnacle of power, and in the chariot of State, to 
ride, Phteton like, over the heads of the people. — 
Suspicion founds the alarm, and the pamons, dis- 
orderly wild, fly to its Standard. Dark, mean 
and mySterious infinvations y magnifying frivolous 
incidents, difcoloring every object, and miiVcpre- 
fenting every intention, are circulated as plenary 
evidence. Amid the gigantic Strides of demora- 

f SUAKLX-EAK. 



Jizing principles, and the hafty operation of un- 
precedented meafures, the appeal is no longer 
made to realbn. The focial affections are weak- 
ened, the mind inflamed, and the understanding 
lofes its afcendency over the other faculties of the 
lbul. Intrigue* always buftling to dazzle the weak, 
eloquent to miflead the wavering, and terrible in 
the execution of its threats, ltrips off the hypo- 
critic maik, and gives to ignorance and anarchy 
the reign. Party fpirit, without dignity or mo- 
deration, belches its dogmas, declamations and 
invectives, and huzzas, riots and difcord, do the 
honors of the triumph. Modern faction, with 
uncommon diligence and induitry, has applied it- 
ielf to the favourite work of expelling all men of 
genius, of learning, of wifdom, of difinterefted 
patriotifm and incorruptible integrity from every 
office of truft and confidence, where their fagacify, 
their moderation, their political experience and 
counfels, would be no lefs advantageous to the 
prefeat, than to future generations. The defo- 
lating reign of taction, with the fame barbarian 
ferocity, prays upon the architecture of the hands, 
and upon the ineffable labors of the mind. 

Disaffection to every form of Government, 
in a few, a turbulent and ambitious fpirit in fome, 
a love of novelty and innovation in others, and 
the ignorance of the majority, are the origin of 
party fpirit. If the more diibreet, virtuous, well 
informed, induftrious part of the community are 
drawn into its vortex, it is from an ill-founded 
opinion of public good. While the feeming great, 
endowed with the dazzling, fuperHcial properties 
of intellect, to deceive the credulous, unexperien- 
ced in the walks of diflimulition, to intimidate 
the irrefolute, and to perplex the wavering.plunge 
into party feuds from difappointed expeditions, 
or the more defpiciblc motives of ambition. But 



the want of education to make ri^nc deduction* 
from principles, to employ the information which 
is within the reach of all, to render men capable 
of reafoning and choofing : In fine, it is that 
vrretched pittance of knowledge inherited by the 
generality of men, which renders them fubfervi- 
ent to the intrigues of the artful and defigning, 
and hurries them into tumultuous excefles, from 
which it is difficult to recede.* No man, who 
has fubmitted his prejudices to reflection, and in 
judging rationally, decides difpaffionately and im- 
partially will inlift himfelf in a forty ^ where he is 
continually expofed to the Tallies of paifion ; — 
where his felicity is perpetually difturbed by new 
animofities, new complaints, and new grievances ; 
and where all is fluctuating and capricious. The 
feducing demons of rnifchief, pra&ifed in all the 
blandifliments of deception, muft firft ftifle in his 
bofom that love \>f peace, order and harmony, 
which an atmofphere, purified by true liberty^ ne* 
ver fails to confer. He muft be either grofsly ig- 
norant of What is tranfacting in the world, or pof- 
fefled of an unufual portion of vanity, to oppofe 
principles and meafures, not extraordinary for 

I rigour, but ultimately calculated for the good and 

3 profperity of fociety. 

Jj Vanity is the firft affociate of ignorance, and 
$1 difdaining reftraint and the privileges of cuftom, 
-4 fanctioned by time and reafon, contemns every 
1 thing difcreet, temperate, and magnanimous. It 
c renounces the amiable virtues, ridicules humility 
fand modefty, and reprobates that excellency, 
^* which it cannot attain. Curfed with " an itch- 
ing palm" for titles and dignities, thoie monu- 

* " Scd revocare gradum — 

Hoc opui, hie labor." — Virg. JEmU. Hi. vi. v. I j6. 



menial infer;;;; ions,* whic'i y ui a jumpered {ride; 
ambitious ot' fame and preferment, it deteits eve- 
ry thing, which thwarts its defigns, and knows no 
wifh but the applaufes and favour of the people, 
and an exaltation to nower, where it fliall meet 
the eycs» of thoufands.f If human nature be ca- 
pable of fedate, difinterefted malice, or a delight 
in the miferies of others, it mult originate from a 
miitaken fe!f-love 9 which maddens and infuriates 
the mind. A temper fo unfocial, fo milanthro- 
pic, fo narrowed and corrupted, would delight 
even in the death of a competitor. In the fanatic 
enthufiafins of party fpirit, which like a peftilen- 
tial fever, agitates and confounds all who have 
not fallen victims to its fury ; inftances of fuch 
malignity are to be found. Even in the enlight- 
ened age of the Roman Republic, wc have wit- 
nefled an Anthony exulting at the fight of Ci- 
cero's head, who had been killed by a Tribune, 
whom his eloquence had faved. Republican gra- 
titude and punic faith, fynonymous in principles, 
have become proverbial in praclice. 

To trace the origin and progrefs of party fpirit, 
a recurrence to hiitoricai jketches is unneceflary. 
It has found in all nations a temporary afylum, 
where it has endeavoured to eftablifti its dis- 
graceful throne upon the confecrated altar of li- 
berty, which it has followed and perfecuted thro' 
every quarter of the globe. Its adherents are of 
all profeflions, and its influence is commenfurate 
with civilization. Repaying the ocean it lias cau- 
fed the Univerfe to ring refponiive echoes to its 

* "I look upon dignities only m i*o many more fyllabks in an Epi- 
tapb t and from whence no fubje& for variety can be extracted ; fince 
he who is interred is beneath even the infeription, which we read upon 
his Tomb." Gan^ .nelli's Letter*. Vol. %,p. iao. 

f " plaufus, et amici dona Quiritis ; 

Gaude, quod fpe&ant oculi te mille loqucntem." 

%uin. Hor. Flat. Epit. vi, lilt. I. 
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voice, like the undulating vaults of the dungeons 
of the tyant of Syracufe.* We ranfock in vain 
the annals of the Ancient Republics, to find the 
pure fpirit of liberty harmonizing the intcreiis of 
individuals. From the firll eftablHhment of civil 
fociety there ha^exifted a few reftlefs beings, who 
think the grc.it tmfinds of lite is to complain ; — 
whofe vanity iickens at public profperity, and 
who, in the fretful extravagance of their imagi- 
nations, propagate the moil perfidious infinua- 
tions, and prance the moft refined hypocrify to 
dimimih public confidence, to poifon and conta- 
minate the fources of facial felicity, and to rnder- 
mine the venerable inftitutions of Morality and 
Religion. In the molt important dncufGons they 
behold objects through a magnifying pcrfpectivc 
inverted, and to fupport the appearance of T»ni- 
fbrmity of character, become the warm and cla- 
mourous abettors of oppofition. They profefs a 
folicitude for the dignity and profperity of their 
country, but make all pofilblc exertions to defeat 
the means ncceiTary to prefer ve the one, and in- 
crcafe the other. Uniformly cocuTtent with the 
ebullitions of their r^xrifh tancies, they difapprove 
all government?! n. v. i hires, and to render them- 
felvesneceffarvto ati'.'.miiicratiozL.'bv makinsrwork 
where there is nene, are continually difcovering 
new diftempers in the bedv nolitic.t Thev voci- 
firizc peace^ while thsy fow the feeds of iedition ; 
and are " perpetually fermonizing it wifch librr- 
ty for their text, and actual eppreffion for their 
commentary."} Thcfe boafting patriots, the pro- 

* Vyomxpt the Klucr ind In M* palace a priion ronftruAcd tt with 
fuch art, that every thtn^ which wa; uttered re; jnudcxi, and was hard 
diftin&ly in a clofct, called the £*.-, which fcn'cd at a receptacle for thcfe 
accumulated found?/* M, Lbpvft Jt£*t. £*f*iit*p*rt iL m. a. 

+**T;tnquam art?«^s Impr jbi* op»n quenm:* Qui et argri aliqnid 
efle in Rcqublica volant, ut icd ad citjus curariontm a vob;s adhibesn- 

tU1\ M -#7;/.w Ci*.i.v?Vwu 

f ViJ. a speech o\ HV:'ji Pi^:-y t ei'q- ia rV 'A*~\c of Dclc^tc* of 
Maryland, Nov. :-8?. 
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moters of modern faction, ftoop to the level of 
the meancft intellect to gain profelytes, and lor 
the honor of obtaining one difciple, -will (ubmir 
to the contemptible drudgery of deceiving l:im. 
There are in all nations weak and indecifive cha- 
racters, who never reflect ; honeil, virtuous, ant! 
induitrieus citizens, the timidity of whofe tem- 
pers fubject them to imprefiions from others ; — 
thele are allured from the plain road of common 
fenfe, to eipoufe the inter eft of a demagogue, and 
to fhare the infamy of his difgrace. 

It requires no extraordinary endowments to 
develops the myfteries of thole defigns : No un- 
common oenetration to fee through the tiffue of 
the veil, which is intended to conceal them, and 
no preternatural fbrefight to predict their perni- 
cious coniequences. A fyitem of intrigue is too 
felijfli to form a permanent confederacy to effect 
its vindictive lchemes. There is commonly too 
much vanity in the heart, and too many deficien- 
cies in the bcaJ, long to iupprefs their iniquitous 
machinations, and to reconcile the appearance of 
virtu? with the ftxatagems cr clandeitine treache- 
ry. People whom fortune has denied the privi- 
lege of drinking at the Caitalian fount, whofe re- 
flections feldom extend beyond their private con- 
cerns, and whofe intercourfe with the world is 
contracted to the confined limits of their neigh- 
borhood, arc not favoured with leiiure or oppor- 
tunity of inveitigating political principles, or the 
con ftd tut tonality of political iKeajha. The lo- 
ence of government is beyond the confines of or- 
dinary reiearch ; and many important national 
topics are involved in fuch a combination of cir- 
cumltanccs, that but few capacities are capable of 
comprehending, and confequcntly but itw are qual- 
ified to juJge of the merits of fuch political dif- 
tuilions. The commonalty, who are often depri- 
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ved of the neceflary information for judging, 
muft therefore continue to fluctuate between no 
opinion, and the crude and inane fentiments 
of their own, or adopt the fecond-hand opinion 
of others. And they are twice bleffed, if they 
are not milled by their too eafy credulity. 

Faction and cabals have arifen from ill found- 
ed opinions of public good,* and turning their 
invecHves from principles and meafures to men, 
parties become in the views of each other odious, 
contemptible and profane. A fimilar enthufiafm 
in the caufe of virtue, purfucd with rage and 
malice, has deluged kingdoms in the Mood of 
murders and periecutions, while fupcrftition 
gloated on the agonizing pangs of dinolving na- 
ture, and denied to the expiring martyr, the con- 
folatory pleafures of brief but uncere orifons. 

Party-spirit afiumes its greateft malignity 
when public meafures ceafe to be the obi eel of 
controverfy. The mind is imbittercd, and the 
pauions no longer reftrained by reafon, are pro- 
voked and irritated at trifles, and men reprobate, 
condemn, and hate each other for what of itielf 
is not vicious; and applaud and admire the cham- 
pions of their own fcci^ for the zeal and outrage 
with whu h they oppofe and perfecute their op- 
ponents. Faction having proceeded thus far in 
its wild, eccentric, unreitrained career, fports 
with the lacrednefs of character, and configns to 
the mhreprefentations of envy and fp)een, fpct- 
lefs virtues, and confeious innocence. Colleagu- 
ed with (lander and malice, it blackens and clouds 
the luirre of the beft qualities, eradicates every 
favourable prepofieffion, and blights the faireft 

* Lord v-sftjlirit VJT-JLS& en Wit and Humour, part 111. fee. ii. vol. I. 
p. n*i. ;/... i-l. flu* Inquiry into the origin of our Ideas of Beauty and 
Virtue, jinvt li. ftc .iv. page 107. 
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meed of all its honors. Every barrier facred to 
innocence is broken down, and the fainted (hade 
of pcrfecuted merit, looks in vain for a peaceful 
requiem in the bofom of its devoted country.— 
The patriot* once endeared to his fellow citizens, 
by a feries of meritorious fervices, by great and 
diflicult atehievements, and by the care and affi- 
duity wi:h which he watched, guarded and pro- 
tected their liberty, and defended their property, 
is branded by the factious with infamy and con- 
tempt. A greater ornament of his country than 
this, who to aU thofe illuftrious qualities which 
ennoble the hero, added the virtues of a chriiiaan, 
and ihone the moil refplendent orb in our politi- 
cal galaxy j alike diftinguilhed in the Cabinet, 
the Held, and the fequeftered Shades of Mount- 
Vernon, whole memory is embalmed in the af- 
fections of the good and great, was vilified by the 
unhallowed voice of infurrccrion and trcafon.— * 
Imperfections are the characterise of human na- 
ture, but mifreprefentations, calumny and flander 
are the poiionous fruits of a malicious heart. But 
the name of WASHINGTON « ousrht to have 
put hatred to the hlujby and made vengeance 
drop her arms."* 

Party-spirit in the lirft eiTuficns of its di£ 
guft, is only heard to whifper its complaints in 
fomc obfeure corner, never illumined by the light 
of rcalbu. Acquiring ftrength by the influx of 
numbers, it vents thofe early ill-founded opinions 
which have been foftered by nailion and preju- 
dice. Afluming a more brazen front, and itung 
witli revenge, it grows impetuous, and burfts like 
the thunders of Heaven, upon a deluded, dift rack- 
ed nation. It feizes, in its ftruggle for/owreipity, 
with an Herculean grafp, the venerable pillars of 
the Conftitution, which are torn by the firft effort 

•' AT./.h^ct's Mcn.jiio of Ac Baftilc. 
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of its power, from their bale, and the whole fab- 
ric of civil fociety is crufhed by their fall. The 
Hill fmall voice of reafon and truth, once able to 
avert the calamity, is filenced in the general con- 
fufion. 

Countries unacquainted with the bleflings of 
civil liberty, whe^the name of freedom is pro- 
fcribed,are exempted from the evils and difauers 
of party-fpirit. However ftrange it may appear, 
the reafon is fo obvious* that it may be deemed a 
mifpenfe of time to confirm it by logical eondufi- 
ons. A people deprived of liberty, and conte- 
quently of power, are deprived of every thing, 
which excite* ambition, or induces them to en- 
gage in competitions. They are degraded below 
the dignity of man, and growing torpid from in- 
action, become infallible to oppreffion. For def- 
fetifia enervates and corrupts equally its adher- 
ents and its victims. Thofe unalienable rights, 
and indeieafible privileges, guaranteed by a free 
confutation of government, and derived from 
law, lefpccring which have arilca cruel and Ian- 
guinary contcfts ore unknown in thofe nations, 
rendered paralytic by the convuliions of defpair, 
and the rigour of oppreilion. We need not trav- 
el fir beyond the Mediterranean, to find a nation 
fo debafed, fo fervile, and fo opprefied. The cen- 
tre of the exurnjlve territory of AJia, in the pof- 
fcinV-n of the Turks by conqueft, exhibits a fcene 
more abject ihan we have attempted briefly to 
defer -be. A people, who tamely kifs the rod with 
which the hand of tyranny infiicls its Urines. — 
who fuller every fpecies of cpt^rclftc^ the ingenu- 
ity or deiro:«"..: e.»n invent. Who iubmit to all 
the inditrnuies and miseries, a government fo 
V rural and bijjottcd, fo arbitrary and corrupt* 
Succ. A people, whole intereft in the ad- 






miniftration never engaged their inquiries, in cafe 
of a vacancy, whether the visier or the re is ef- 
fendi were ftrangled, removed, or aflaffinated. — 
To complete the catalogue of defpotic impofitions, 
1 he climax of vaffalage, they are a people whom 
the cruel, inexorable, mercenary hand of power, 
has deprived of the privilege of enjoying the/ro- 
pcrty y which they have acquired. Yet in no na- 
tion is the number of malcontents lejs than in 
Turkey. There faction forms no party for the 
fupport of a ba/b^u: 9 excites and encourages no 
riots for the repeal of an oppreffive edict, and pro- 
vokes no cabals for a more equal reprefentation of 
the people. No complaints are heard againft the 
cruelty of their oppreflbrs, the inhumanity of 
their tyrants, or the infringement of their civil 
liberties. If there be any thing, which affiimes 
the afpecl: of diflention, it exifts not among the 
people, who hug their chains, and bow a fubmif- 
five neck to the yoke. Intrigue, diilimulation, and 
venality, as if difdainingthe humble walks of life* 
are confined to the court ; and there thepofleiiicn 
of dignities is fo fhort lived and uncertain, that 
the competition among thefe petty princes is, who 
fhall plunder, opprefs, degrade, and impoverifh 
the people the moft. So great is the rapacity of 
thofe minions of the Grand Seigntor y the faUelites 
of arbitrary power, that the cultivator of the foil, 
is obliged to be accompanied by an armed friend 
to prevent them from robbing him of the grain 
which be hfjzehi*. Notw ithilanding the difficul- 
ties and dangers with which libkxty is intrench- 
ed, the factions and c-iha!:? wvJ.c>. o^nvuife, dif- 
joint, and difarm free States, who, having breath- 
ed the pure air of freedom, would not prefer its 
agitations of party, to the greateil privilege of x 
Turk, the pemuffion of wearing a long heard, or 
covering hi* head with a turban ? A ftate of natuiv. 
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where all of the fame fpecies arc equai, frecand in- 
dependent, where their wants are few, and their 
appetites lefs, is preferable to a government, whofe 
tender msrac; are a paflport to the grave, and 
more defirable than the wretched condition of 
flavery, where the miferics of life eterniie the 
pains of death. We feel a virtuous indignation, 
mingled with horror and contempt, at a gticri:- 
nient fo barbarous, and a people fo debafed. 

Republican governments hold out to their 
citizens the moft happy temperament of power, 
the moft engaging attributes of national juftice, 
and the fond affiance of blending individual in- 
tereft with the public good ; yet are more liable 
to be fubverted by the commotions and petulance 
of party, than by any other caufe. The ancient 
Republics rife in atteftation, but their hiftories 
are two well known to be adduced on the pre- 
fent occafion. But were we to indulge ourfelves 
for a few moments in a rctrofpect, however brief 
the inspection, we mould find not a page of their 
annals unimportant to the prefent age, and many 
of the miferies they fuffered from fpirit of party 
would make a more r. arable impreiilon, than the 
moft energetic defcription of the attrocities of mo- 
dern faction. Their liberty degenerated into li- 
cenciousnefs, pariy-fpirit generated cabals, patrio- 
ti/m was ftifled by difcordant paflions, and Greece 
after afhort ilight of years, in which fhe enjoyed 
all the boafr^d freedom of republicanifm, was 
cruilied by the weight of her domeftic difcords. 
If feniibility be hot enervated by habitual flavery, 
what mind can contemplate the fhort period of 
her profperity, and not catch a double portion of 
that patriotic ardour, which infpired every brcail 
of her citizens ? What bofom is not animated by 
the enrapturing, inimitable eloquence of her ora- 
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tors, who caufed the forum to reverberate with 
the high praHes of Ubcrty ? Who has read the ce- 
kbratcd buttles at Marathon, and at the (baits of 
Thermophyk, and does not applaud Grecian va- 
lour kindled at the fhrine of freedom ? When 
her Republic was no more, who does not admire 
her greatnels even in ruin ? That enthufiafm of 
liberty, that republican fpirit, and love of glory, 
which rendered her infenfible to danger, and pro- 
duced ib many excellent patterns ot heroifm, of 
learning, and of eloquence, enabled her to pre- 
ferve an honorable iuperiority over her proud 
conquerors. 

nEscRiPTioKs of her profperiry, till the hft 
point of recorded time, will obtain an attentive 
hearing, and awaken future patriots, to trace, 
with the eagernels of enquiry, her republican 
principles, and emulate her political virtues. But 
different are the emotions produced by a difplay 
of the progreis of party-fpirit, which had its full 
range during the adminiftration of Pericles. A 
recital of thefe atfe&ing horrors, which appal all 
hearts, and agonize the finnoft fibres, is unnecef- 
fary. When people forget their bonar to gratify 
their revenge, hiftory bleeds at every page. The 
indulgence of ambition, treachery and arrogance. 
is a melancholy prelude to the accumulated buf- 
ferings occaiioned by party aiperity. All claims 
to compailion and tenderneis arc forgotten in the 
hettic of impetuous pailions, when perfonal inju- 
ries ftimulate to mutual revenge. 

The hiftory of Corey ra remains a monument 
of the excelfes and horrid barbarities, which a 
people are capable of perpetrat ing, when exafpe* 
rated by party-fpirit. The hero derived his ftamp 
of merit from the number and magnitude of his 

C 
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crimes j and he was condemned and fUgmatized 
as a coward, who pofMed not the turpitude of 
committing murder, from principles of private 
revenge. The perlecuted appealed in vain to the 
laws of ins country for protection ; he afked it 
with all the humility of a fuppliant, with all the 
earncftnefs of entreaty, ever attendant on diftrefs; 
he fled to the altar for refuge, but even there he 
found not a temporary afylum : Law was anni- 
hilated, bumjnity extinguiflied, and religion extir- 
pated. Faction, in the heat and commotion of 
the times, had ufurped all rights, engroffed all 
privileges, fan&ioncd all dignities, and new mo- 
deled and conferred all offices. The public was 
metjimorphofed, and by the all-powerful Hat of 
enraged fachon was declared to be a party. — 
" Party merit outweighed all regard to kindred, 
cancelled all friendfhips, extinguifhed all grati- 
tude, covered all crimes, and fanctified all enor- 
mities." Debts were difcharged by murdering 
the unoffending creditor : Public incendiaries 
were inipirited to perfeverance, and fraud and 
treachery wci'o colleagued with violence in all 
their impious :\-.d deteitable purpofes. All thefe 
excefies of more, than brutal ferocity,* were jufti- 
fied by a pretended seal for the people.t Anar- 
chy mveiteo wkli the infigna of authority, weild- 

* u Ncquc his 'up?s mos, nee fuit Iconibus 

Unquam, iu5 in difpar, fens." Hor. EpoJc vii, o. n. 

f AmbtiLj in the accomplishment of its object has al'^ays commenc- 
ed its infrigvis r.mong the lower clafs of the people. Thofe who have 
m* liad an oppartuaitv of oerufir.ff the livr; of the celebrated dtmwues. 




preteiu ikiign however to enter into an hiJWical analyGs 
raolcr ot tSua ahaudutv <) ;niicmm. 

H:f* Ace* D.:<u}J y W. iii, lib 4, e+ viii comp> % Sam. XV* 

To.--/'.-- informs ns, t .at 6/Atprctcndcdly adontl the people, and gave 

them the tr^tcrjiiit om brace for the fake i>f empire. Similar was the 

charidUr of *:,",/>«:*. 4 \ II t.h of thefc demagogues upon obtaining an- 

tho\t\\ became cruel and unprincipled tyrants* Rotlht At:. Hrfiw:. 

in JV, &2U± L viiL c, <)* CU* A Qret. L ml ,t. 137, A4 Auk. /. vii, ^.19* 
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ing its blood-ftained fccptre with a confcioufhefs 
of power, fummed up the crimes of all its vict- 
ims in the laconicjmd comprehensive verdict that 
they were foes to liberty , and enemies to the fovereign- 
ty of the people. Senators were depofed or aflafll- 
nated upon the infamous pretext of being an or- 
der diftinct from the people. The hoary citizen, 
enfeebled by the frigidity of age, broken down 
by a feries of public fervices, agonized by the dif- 
trefles of his country, prolonged by mutual pique, 
prejudices and fufpicions, and wearied with their 
reiterated infults, was butchered as an enemy to 
the people, at the firft fuggeftion of a wifh for 
peace or a reconciliation. They continued to 
chatter this unintelligible jargon, the people, 
when nothing more was implied than a horde of 
individuals affociated without compact, or any le- 
gal form or capacity ; the mere anomalies of hu- 
man nature, to whom vanity in a paroxifm of ex- 
travagance, had conferred that invidious title. — 
Humanity is fhocked at a detail of fuch infanity, 
and turns difgufted from the contemplation of 
this picture, in which are iketched only the out- 
lines of their wretchcdnefs. They propagated 
every fpecies of immorality, laid proftrate virtue 
and religion, obliterated every mild and amiable 
affection, deftroyed public and private happinefs, 
and exterminated all that was dear or eftimable 
among rational beings. This fhort, but impref- 
five reprefentation of the progrefs and views of 
party-ipirit in Corcyra, has no parellel in hiftory, 
except in the revolutionary cxcefles and political 
fanaticifm of the regenerated republic, the felf- 
ftyled great nation. They introduced a new 
political nomenclature, in which intrigue and 
knavery were the only criterion of abilities, and 
proofs of excellency. Licencioufncfs was dignifi- 
ed with the endearing appellation of liberty. Self- 
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Mhnefs was public fpirit ; the domination of ava- 
rice and ambition, the reign of government ; and 
diforder and anarchy, methodized and perpetua- 
ted, were the laudable emifions of public zeal. 

Corcyra (lands not alone in the annals of 
ancient hiftory, to be gazed upon as a mo- 
nument of the mad and unprovoked enormities 
of party fpirit. Rome experienced the blafts and 
fury of its tempefts during the fierce and unnat- 
ural conflicts of her civil wars, which proved fa- 
tal to her liberty, and converted her once famous 
Republic, into a Military Monarchy. And fuch 
have been the dire effects of civil difcord* in all 
nations where faction has fharpened its murder- 
ous weapons, and commenced hoftilities againil 
the government. 

Civil fociety cannot exift without fixed, fa- 
cred and inviolable principles, which have power 
to control the appetites, and govern the paffions 
of men. Perfonal and genuine freedom cannot 
be fecured in free governments, without a gene- 
ral diflufion of knowledge, of virtue and moral- 
ity. It is prepofterous to talk of fubordination, 
eftabliihed order, peaceful rights, a durable and 
permanent government, or to look for liberty, that 
pure ardent affection, in a country where ail mo- 
ral obligations are denied, are ridiculed, or explo- 
ded. It is repugnant to the eternal order of na- 
ture, and the conftitution of things, that men un- 
reftrained by reqfon, by morality, or religion, mould 



* ■ ■■■—■ * * En quo difcordla thtt, 
Perduxit miferos !" Virg. Ed. I. v. 73. 

N At hercule homini plurima ex homise funt malo." Pliny, proem, lib. 
7. During the turbulent fpirit of Porapey's faction, which threatened 
the Roman Empire with ruin, He-race obferves, that it was not Hgainft 
the enemies of the republic, not to humble haughty Carthage, to iubju- 
gate the remote Britons, but with more thai) favagc brutality, Rome 
mijjht fall. 

M Sua urbs h*c pcriret dettera."— — Hor. Epo. vii. 
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be free and happy. The paflions, which are per- 
petuaOy at war with reafon, forge their fetters ; 
pace denies them her friendly vints, fhe flies their 
barren inhofpitabie plains, and feeks her wonted 
repofe beneath a fkv more lerene and mild. 

Tr ansi en r mnft be the imprefhons of difcrds, 
if, in the fhort period of American Independence, 
the violent agitations produced by party-tjnrh 
are forgotten. The deep diiccrning actors in 
that great political drama, whofe virtuous unde- 
viating adheience to principles was the cement of 
our union, and whofe uniformly fteady, energet- 
ic exertions alchicved oxxfafefy^ will pardon me, 
if I carry their imaginations back to contemplate 
the lcene, previous to that memorable era.* It 
will furniih feelings and fenfations peculiar to the 
magnitude of the object of their animadverfions. 
Their rigid fibres, iHffened as they now arc by 
age, relax, and a cold chilling fear feizes their pal- 
fied limbs, as they retrace the dangers they efcap- 
ed, and the difficulties they encountered. In eve- 
ry chequered lcene of thefc troubles, they witness 
the intemperate zeal of the wmjtrainai parti/uns 
of freedom. They trace in even- commercial 
town in the provinces, the rude veftiges of the 
excenes of an enraged, turbulent, disorderly, vin- 
dictive populace.! They behold the timid hetita- 

*The author avails himfclf of the opportunity oFt-rcd by a publica- 
tion of this difcourfe to apolojize to fomc of his friends, tvht>, at the 
time it was pronounced, thought It "was his Jc'ign to ccnlWe rfcc /-;<- 
aplts of the American Revolution. He is however pr rfuautd, upen a 
candid and impartial pcrufal ol the Oration, titer wrll he roiv- : ncet! hi* 
obfercations eitend no farther than to a dtfappTobatipti of ihofe riot- 
ous unjuftinablc wuafav* puriittd liy a vain and giddy populace in tht 
heat of party-fpirit, which the jealouiy of liber ty had kindled. 

f Burning the Stamp -aci ; attacking the houfee of the CoitttPtiFrr.? i 
of Excifc, breaking thc.r windows, and dcftroyicg the Collector *» U- .'a, 
&c. &c. Wid.HU. vfw. AW. 

" Continent nofrras infamia temporis aures : 
Longa mora eft, quantum novae tit ubiqivr; pcrtutn, 
Enumrrsj-c." /'. GxL\ X-s. «/. .V\ t »/*;. 6. v. ^ 
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tjng politician denounced as a traitor, defpoiled 
of his property, and left, in the anguifh of his 
foul, to lee his family infulted, his houfe in flames, 
and himfelf expatriated. No arm could moder- 
ate their violence, no force of reafon could af- 
fuage their paffions, or reftrain the madnefs of 
their career. They were the irregularities of a 
people knowing that freedom was their birth- 
right, and acting under an impremon of that 
freedom being reftraincd. It was the impulfe of 
jea!ot(fy > which an enthufiaftk love of liberty natu- 
rally infpires, awakened by the imaginary en- 
croachments of ufurped power. 

Invention has exhaufted all its refources, and 
reafon has been fatigued with its voluminous la- 
bors in apologizing for their zeal. The check of 
the venerable lage is crimfoned with a blufh, at 
the remembrance of the follies and weakneis of 
his uninformed companions, whole only exertions in 
the important revolutionary undertaking were 
the mere party jobb-work of taring, feathering, 
mobbing and libefty-poling. Party-ipirit gorged 
itielf to fatiety, revenge took its full meafure of 
plunder^ and reafon, when it appealed to arms, 
reaped a fruitful harveft of vi&orv. The hand 

a « 

of rettored peace healed the wound which was in- 
titcttJ **y ihe Declaration of Independence, and 
renewed the commercial intercourse of the two 
nations, after a full and unequivocal acknowledg- 
ment of our Independence, and an honorable pro- 
fcfEon of conGdence in the faith and integrity of 
our government. 

America did on that occaiion, and has always 
continued to fiiffcr, more from her vexatious ap- 
prehensions, than from the atlual opprejfton of the 
govern men! of England. The fame pajty-fpirit 
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which was then bulled in projecting and patching 
up a reconciliation, in emblazoning the excellency 
of the Britifh Conuitution, and extolling the wr- 
tues of the King and his Minifters, has been as in- 
dubious fincc the revolution in exciting the pre- 
judices of the people againft that nation* and 
againTt all thofe who did not lend the aid of their 
exertions to effe& her deftru&ion. They have 
buttled thro' the political circle of changes from 
Tories to Shayfites, and from Whifkey-boys to Ja- 
cobins. And had our national character partaken 
largely of the gay, frivolous, verfatile manners of 
France, we might have long before this experien- 
ced all the confufion, perfecutions, and calamity, 
which the violence of party rage has inflicted up- 
on that deluded nation. The fame farce which 
has been a&ed there with fo much applaufe and 
fucceis, has had its rehearfal and benefit-nights 
here. But thofe political tragi-comedians have 
neither enriched thenar, by their pretended mu- 
nificence, enlightened the ignorant, to whom they 
prcmifed the empire of reafon, nor given to the 
dregs of the populace, whom nature feems to have 
defined to perpetual obfeurity, the high confi- 
dence of honorable fervice. 

America has foftered in her bofom hired af- 
faflins, who have been ready to imbrue their hands 
in her blood : Who have fought in all the ave- 
nues of corruption, means to accomplifli their di- 
abolical purpofes; and who have prartifed the 
moft unprincipled and deceitful arts, and propa- 
gated the moft falfc and deftructive doctrines to 
corrupt and divide her citizens, and facrifice the 
country to a foreign power. But notwijLhftaiul- 
ing, while a WASHINGTON and an ADAMS, 
guided with a firm and fteady hand, the helm «i: r 
State, through all the fqualls which the breath of 
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fa&ion bad railed, with their fetting Am, the hc- 
rifon of American profperity looked bright. Bat 
the dawn of the prelent adminiftration " is over- 
caft, the morning lowers,** and we trace in vinon, 
with all the impatience of uncertainty, the future 
fate of our Government. On the prefent occafi- 
on, we will fupprefs the voice of prophecy, indul- 
ging the pieaiing conviction* that it is the pecu- 
liar privilege of our country, one of the excellen- 
cies of our inimitable Conftitution, in all national 
concernments, to communicate our fentiments 
with freedom to the public, to found the alarm 
when we fbrefee danger, and to caution our fel- 
low citizens of their approaching fate. Inherit* 
ing this right, " the grand inqueft of the nation 
will not forever be deluded." Grievances, which 
arc publicly known and felt, will not long wait 
the flow, formal procefs of conftitutional redrefs. 
When men of unquestionable probity, of pure, 
uncorrupted principles, and diitf nguiihed talents, 
arc compelled to retire from office at the arbitra- 
ry nod of power, factious, defigning, ambitious 
Spirits will advance. The respectability of public 
employment will then (ink with its ponenbrs into 
contempt, and party-jpirit will thruft itfelf between 
power and an injured people, whofe juft refent- 
ments are awakened, till by degrees, order, peace 
and harmony, are over-bom, and licenrioutoels, 
anarchy and confulion univerfally prevail. But 
far be the omen fron» this country ! May the day 
of duircfs be at a diftance, and AMERICA conti- 
nue to be a free, SOVEREIGN, AND 1NDLPEKDENT 
NATION. 




